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June 9: Judge Jose Maria Teixeira of Para state issued an arrest warrant for Paulinho Paiakan, leader
of the Caiapo indigenous community, on charges of rape. The victim was a young white teacher.
Paiakan was awarded the UN 1989 Global 500 prize for his struggle to save the Yanomami tribe and
the Yanomamis' Amazon habitat. Octavio Uchoa, an attorney employed by the National Indian
Foundation (FUNAI), told reporters that Paiakan will abide by the law and surrender to authorities.
Under Brazilian law, indigenous territory is under the exclusive authority of FUNAI. In addition,
no one, including FUNAI representatives, is permitted entry to indigenous territory without
permission of the leader or cacique in this case, Paiakan. If Paiakan is judged by anthropologists
as "sufficiently civilized" defined as aware of and understanding the law, as well as awareness of
the charge filed against him he will face prosecution in the nation's court system. June 10: During
an interview broadcast by TV Globo, Paiakan said he had consensual relations with the alleged
victim. According to Paiakan, his wife attacked the woman, causing several injuries. Next, Paiakan
said he was not afraid of standing trial, and planned to testify if required to do so. In statements
to reporters, Paiakan said the charges against him are a "provocation" against his tribe. He added
that the nearby city of Redencao depends on Caiapo sales of exotic wood products and gold as
well as rights to exploit the two products on tribal land. June 14: FUNAI representatives were
unsuccessful in persuading Paiakan to turn himself over to Para state authorities. FUNAI employees
said their actions were motivated by an attempt to prevent a major conflict between the region's
indigenous and white communities. The case has brought to the surface longstanding resentment
by poor whites in Redencao vis-a-vis their Caipo tribal employers. The tension was reinforced by
an investigation and medical report which did not substantiate the alleged victim's claims. FUNAI
requested that Teixeira suspend the arrest warrant in order to negotiate with Paiakan. The judge
rejected the request. June 15: Justice Minister Celio Borja delivered an ultimatum to Paiakan to
appear in a Para state court by June 16. If Paiakan fails to appear, he said 2,000 federal police will
enter the Caiapo reservation to apprehend the defendant. June 16: According to TV reports, Caiapo
tribe members erected barricades on roads leading to the reservation in an effort to prevent access
by police. In addition, oil drums were placed on the runway at the jungle settlement of Aukre
to prevent aircraft from landing. Community members also threatened to take gold prospectors
hostage if police invaded the reserve. June 18: Paiakan surrended to police in the city of Maraba,
and was placed under house arrest pending the outcome of investigations into charges of rape and
torture. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 06/09/92, 06/11/92, 06/14/92, 06/15/92; Spanish news service
EFE, 06/11/92, 06/15/92; Deutsche Press Agentur, 06/11/92, 06/16/92, 06/18/92, 06/19/92)
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